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Quick Card: 

Bedtime for frances 

Reference 
Bedtime for Frances, Russel Hoban. (1960) 

ISBN:   978-0064434515 

Plot A young, restless badger Frances is put to bed early. 

Setting 
Bedtime for little badgers, 7 pm 

Frances’s house 

Childhood 

Characters 

• Frances, a young badger

• Mother

• Father

Conflict 
Man vs. Himself- Frances must go to sleep, but is wakeful and fearful. 

Man vs. Man – Frances must learn to obey her parents. 

Theme 
Frances must learn self-control and obedience in spite of her desire to be up 

late with her parents and the scary noises in the night. 

Literary Devices 

Onomatopoeia – “Bump and thump.  His wings smacked the glass.  Whack and 

smack!  Whack and smack made Frances think of a spanking…” 

Repetition 

Rhyme and Meter – in Frances’s inimitable songs 


