
Pelican Book Club Starter Kit



What is a Pelican Book Club?

There are as many kinds of book clubs as there are people 
on this earth. Every combination of personalities, ages, 
backgrounds, interests, and present circumstances will produce 
a different atmosphere. But when we started the original 
Pelican Book Club three years ago, there were 3 major “rules” 
we hoped to establish in our meetings:

1.  A Pelican Book Club is a safe place to be yourself. Books are 
for people, not the other way around. The fact that we each 
bring our individual “eyes” to the text is what makes a book club 
so special in the first place. And no matter how much literary 
“experience” one has, there is always more to gain.

2. The main event for a Pelican Book Club is the text. There is a 
time and place for book clubs that devolve into life updates and  
personal sharing, but there is also a need for a book club which 
stays on task. All activities and conversations during the formal 
meeting time of a Pelican Book Club are aimed toward a better 
understanding of the day’s reading. We are gathered to hear 
what the author has to say.

3. That being said, the best part about a good book is the 
community it fosters. Formality may belong in the classroom, 
but a Pelican Book Club is a place to kick off your shoes and let 
your hair down. Is there a better way to encounter a story than 
with hearty laughter or a good cry with friends?



What kind of book 
club should you have?

A book club personality quiz.



1. When you’re looking for a good book, what is most    
     important to you?
  a. An engrossing plot
 b. A meaty theme
 c. An enticing setting
 d. Compelling characters

2. Which part of a bookstore are you more likely to gravitate 
      toward?
 a. Mysteries
 b. History
 c. Fantasy
 d. Biographies

3. If you could sign up for any one of these classes, which 
     would you choose?
 a. “Acting and Improvisation 101”
 b. “The History of Ancient Egypt”
 c. “Watercolor Basics”
 d. “Peer-Review Writing Workshop”

4. Which vacation would you prefer?
 a. A resort package at your favorite theme park.
 b. A mountain escape.
 c. A tour of the best restaurants in an exotic country.
 d. A camping trip with your best friends. 



5. Which author would you rather have over for dinner?
  a. Mark Twain
 b. Gary Schmidt
 c. N.D. Wilson
 d. Roald Dahl

6. You can save only one of these things from the fire. You 
      choose...
 a. Your current craft project
 b. Your favorite book
 c. A favorite stuffed animal
 d. Your pet

7. Who is your ideal friend?
 a. A go-getter who loves new experiences.
 b. Someone eager for conversation. 
 c. A talented chef who makes yummy treats.
 d. I just like everyone.



Tally up your answers! Which letter did you choose the most?

   The Activity-Driven Book Club
   Participation is the name of the game! You may enjoy 
incorporating games, crafts, and other activities into your book club. Try 
having everyone act out certain passages or play improv games using 
roles of different characters from the story. Talk about the decisions an 
individual makes about the way they interpret that character. Pin the names 
of characters or places in the story on the backs of guests as they walk in. 
Make them guess what is on their back by asking “yes” or “no” questions to 
other guests.

   The Nerd’s Nerd Book Club
   
   Ideas are the spice of life and there’s nothing you like 
more than talking about them. You may enjoy a book club that digs deep. 
Consider reading commentaries, watching lectures, or exploring other 
resources with your group that pertain to the title or the author of the 
title you are reading. If the group is younger, look for film productions, 
documentaries, or picture books that enrich their understanding of the story, 
its author, or the historical context of the work. 



   The Good Times Book Club
   Yes talking about books is great, but what really matters is 
the environment in which you talk about them! Excellent food and beverages 
are key to the evening’s enjoyment. Consider theming the culinary 
contributions and decorations to the title being discussed. Challenge older 
groups to concoct a dish that represents a particular character, setting, or 
moment. Have younger groups dress up in a way appropriate to the story. 
   

   The Open Concept Book Club
   Different personalities are what makes the world turn! You 
enjoy the different gifts that everyone brings to the table. Consider switching 
up hosts each time and allowing the host to choose the book and set the 
parameters for the evening. Allow plenty of time for conversation during the 
meeting and socializing afterward!



The Story Chart
While it’s true that a Pelican Book Club isn’t the same thing as a formal 
classroom discussion, the story chart is still an excellent touchstone for 

keeping the conversation rolling. A visual representation of how the different 
parts of the story relate to the theme, it can keep everyone on track toward 
that main goal: the juicy ideas. Is the conversation off in the weeds? Maybe 
that rabbit trail started with an observation about the setting or the rising 

action – the story chart can be a tool for roping that tangent back into the 
flow of things. Lost for words? Have you talked about the conflicts yet? 

What’s another moment of tension in the story?
 A blank story chart is provided on the next page. 

Feel free to copy it for your book club.





#1 

Ask everyone to choose two or 
three passages that they wish to 
discuss in advance.

 

#2 

Decide on a structure for the 
discussion. Do you wish to move 
chronologically through the story? 
Or talk through different themes? 
Character perspectives? 

 

#3 

Be sure to communicate with those 
you invite about what to expect 
from this book club. Make sure 
everyone is on the same page.

 

#4 

When you make an observation, 
walk through how you got there. 
By demonstrating your thought 
process, you can help those new 
to this see that good reading isn’t 
magic.

#5 

Have a disagreement? Make 
everyone explain why the text 
supports their thought. This is not 
only a practice of good reading, but 
focusing on the text can prevent 
the disagreement from becoming 
personal.

#6 

Is there silence? Ask a low 
pressure question that may also 
be controversial. Who is the main 
character? What do they want? 
When is the climax?
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The Questions
The Socratic questions in the appendix to Teaching the Classics will always 
be our go-to when it comes to a discussion. However, here are some basic 
principles to get you started. Remember that the easiest way to the theme 
of a story is through its elements:

 Setting: Where does the story take place? When? What issues do the   
 location or historical context of the story bring to the table?

 Characters: Who is the main character? The antagonist? What    
         weaknesses might be hindering the protagonist? What strengths might    
         be helping him or her?

 Conflict: What does the main character want and why can’t he have it? 
         What problems are the characters up against? The engine of a story, a 
         conflict will point you directly to the main ideas the author wishes to   
         discuss.

 Plot: What events in the story highlight the tension of the conflict? How 
         does it grow and change? When is it resolved?

 Literary Devices: Do any images or phrases come up repeatedly? How 
         might the author be using different metaphors or symbols to help us      
         better understand him?



Invitations
It’s time to gather the troops! Feel free to print these invitations, fill them out, 
and give them to your friends. Do you want an all-girls or all-boys book club? 
Co-ed? A mix of ages? Parents and children? The choice is yours!
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The Schedule
Okay, last step: print off and fill out this schedule so that everyone is sure to 

read the same thing at the same time. Then you’re set!

Happy Reading!



    Title      Pages         Date             Location


